
Welcome back to school! We still 
have so much to do before State 
Testing in June (STAR) and the 

end of the school year. I am very 
grateful that we have such hard 

working Lions at Mason! Mason is 
one of thirteen San Diego Unified schools 

have been named to the California Business 
for Education Excellence (CBEE) 2009 Honor 

Roll. The Honor Roll includes public 
elementary, middle and high schools that 

have been recognized by California’s 
business community for demonstrating 

consistent high student academic 
achievement and making significant progress 
toward closing achievement gaps among all 
students. Stop in the office and check out 

our banner! 
 

Remember you are your child’s first teacher. 
Our Character Traits can be found on the 

Mason website and in the school calendar. 
When reinforced at home or in the 

community, these attitudes become second 
nature for our children. It is vital that Lions 

focus on developing positive attitudes toward 
people, the environment, the world, and 
learning. As Gandhi said, “we must be the 
change that we wish to see in the world.” 
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CHARACTER TRAIT OF THE MONTH

Dear Lion Families,

 
We hope that you will continue to participate 
in the fun activities that support our Lions. 
Join us at Fuddruckers on February 18 any 

time between 12:30 and 9 p.m. and Mason will 
get a percentage of the proceeds. Also, March 

6 will be our Mason clean up day. It will be 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and all families and 

friends are encouraged to help.  Finally, mark 
your calendar for April 6th because we will 

participate in the “Taste of Mira Mesa” 
fundraiser and (by then) you will want a night 
out during Spring Break. Tickets for parents 
will be $25 and will cover food from several 

local vendors and a movie that evening for our 
Lions. Look for more information because 
Mason will receive $15 from each ticket!

 
Lastly, I want to remind you that vacations 

should be taken when school is out of session. 
Attendance is critical to student success! We 

really do not have very many days left to teach 
our Lions all that they need to know! We will 
be out of school February 12, February 15th 
and March 29 through April 19th. Please be 

sure that our Lions attend school each day on 
time. We can not teach them if they are not 

here!
 

For our children, 
 
 

2010

Deidre Hardson

Lion´s Pride Gazette



The PTA Corner

Welcome back Mason Lion families!  I hope all of yo u enjoyed a very safe 
and happy holiday season.  

 

The PTA would like to thank all of the Mason Lion f amilies and their 
friends who were able to participate in the Scholas tic Book Fair (held in 
December) and our fundraiser restaurant event at Pa nda Express (held in 
January).  Your participation made both of these ev ents a huge success. 
 We would also like to send a special thank you to Anna Yip who organized 
and managed the book fair, and all of the volunteers .

 

In order to continue raising funds for future schoo l/student events, the 
PTA will continue to schedule fundraiser restaurant  nights throughout the 
remainder of the school year.  Our next fundraiser night will be held at 
Fuddruckers on Thursday, February 18, 2010, from 12: 30-9:00 p.m.  We 
are looking forward to seeing you there!

 

Stephanie Snyder and Beth Brookshire

PTA Co-Presidents

FOLLOW US ON:



Calendar Events

 Airheads .25 
Popsicles .50

Jolly 
Rancher lolli 

pops .25
Sold Every 

Wed
THANKS!

- 5th grade 
MOMS

March

March 1-26: Fitness Testing

March 2: Star Writing Test

March 6: PTA Campus Clean-up

March 19: Movie Night

March 29- April 19: Spring Break

LOST & FOUND!

If your 
child has 

any 
missing 
jackets 

or items please check 
our Lost & Found coat 

rack. The rack is 
located inside the 

front gate..

February

February

Feb 12: Lincoln's Bday, No School

Feb 15:  Presidents Day, No School

Feb 18:             Fundraiser 12:30 - 9:00pm

Feb 22:  Wangenheim 5th grade Tour

Feb 26: Principals Coffee 8 - 9am

Feb 26: Spirit Day!

PLEASE USE THE 
CROSS WALKS!



Parents Bulletin

Many THANKS  to Cathy Reges, Jillian Keely, and Tif fany Vilay in 
Miss Young's class for the bandaids donations.. They  are greatly 

appreciated!

-Nurse Cheri



Mason 
Student 
Council



A word from the 
editor

If you would like to 
to add anything on 

the " Kids Play Zone" 
page please email me 

at
 newsletter@masonpta.org

Tiffany Salcedo

Kids Play Zone
FEBRUARY WORD SEARCH

Presidents' Day is celebrated in February 
to honor two of our greatest presidents, 

Abraham Lincoln and George Washington. 
The holiday is celebrated in the United 

States on the third Monday in February. 

 George Washington was born on February 22, 1732. 

When he was born, America was not a nation yet. It 

belonged to England, a country across the ocean. 

People in America didn't want to belong to England 

so they fought a war to become a separate country. 

George Washington was an American general in the 

war. America won the war and picked a new name 

for itself: The United States of America. George 

Washington was elected to be its first President.  

A legend is told about George Washington as a boy. 

Young George had a new hatchet and with it he cut 

down a small cherry tree. When his father saw the 

tree, he was angry. "George," he said. "Did you do 

that?" George was afraid to admit that he did.

Nevertheless, the boy decided to tell the truth. "Yes , 

Father," he said, "I cut down the cherry tree with my 

hatchet. I cannot tell a lie." George Washington's fa ther 

was proud of George for telling the truth. 

Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12 in 1809. 

Things were different then. When Abe was a boy, he 

lived in a log cabin. A log cabin is a small house ma de 

out of logs cut from trees. His father cut down the 

trees and made the cabin. 

There were no electric lights in the cabin. Young Abe 

read books by firelight and drew with charcoal on a 

shovel. Abe's family was poor. Often he went barefoo t 

because he didn't have any shoes.

When Abraham Lincoln grew up, he studied hard and 

became a lawyer. Then he was elected to be a law-

maker. In 1861, Abraham Lincoln became the 16th 

President of the United States. 



Jog-A-Thon Tshirts

Dear Mason School Supporter:

 

The Mason Elementary School Technology Team and PTA are sponsoring Mason’s annual Spring 

Jog-a-thon, Thursday, May 20th, 2010.  Money raised b y participants in this activity will be used to 
purchase computers and other technology equipment.

We need your help.  We are asking local retailers, merchants, or parents who own a business to 
purchase a 2” x 1” advertising space on the back of  our Jog-a-thon T-shirts for $100. A double add 
for $200 is also available.  Our goal is to sell 35 s paces in order to raise $3,500 to put towards the 
purchase of the shirts.  Approximately 1,000 student s plus staff and parents wearing these popular 
shirts will offer you an outstanding advertising oppo rtunity.  Please help us by telling your friends.

Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,
Marci Exner                                                                                                                              
Jog-a-thon Coordinator

                                                                                                                                                          
_______Yes, I would like to place an ad on the back o f the Mason Jog-a-Thon T-shirt at a cost of $100 
 

_______ Yes, I would like to place a double ad on the  back of the Mason Jog-a-Thon at a cost of $200.

Name___________________________Phone #____________________

Address____________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                          

Business Name______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                            

Place camera ready ad here
or email art file to  nick@gspstore.com

preferred files –

-         Adobe Illustrator
-         Freehand
-         Photoshop (Hi-Rez)

Call Nick for other formats @ 858-279-4939
PLEASE RETURN TO THE OFFICE BY APRIL 30, 2010
Our Tax ID # is  95-6002781



APRIL 2010: NEW US. EPA LAW - WILL RESIDENTS BE 
IN COMPLIANCE?

 
Was your home, apartment or condo built before 
1978? If so, lead based paint was most likely used 

in its original construction. As a resident, you nee d 
to be aware of the dangers of lead based paint, 

and the new US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) law that will affect your neighborhood and 

the other hot lead areas* of San Diego.

THE NEW LAW
Due to the dangers of lead, especially for children, 
the EPA is instituting a new law on April 22, 2010. 
The law requires that all construction disturbing 

lead based paint must be performed by a lead 
certified contractor. This will make your home, 

family and neighborhood safer.
Renovations disturbing lead based paint include: 

·       General construction

·       Painting renovations

·       Routine maintenance

·       Window and door repair or replacement

·       Residential projects involving sanding, 
scraping, heating or power washing of painted 

surfaces 

Lead is most often found around door frames, 
window sills, stairs, railings, porches and fences. 
Simply vacuuming or sweeping can circulate lead 

throughout your home. This is particularly 
dangerous for children as lead dust can land on 
toys, remote controls, and other items children 

touch and put in their mouths.

HEALTH PROBLEMS CAUSED BY LEAD
Children with high levels of lead in their bodies 
can suffer from problems ranging from brain and 

nervous system damage to hyperactivity and 
slowed growth. Lead is also harmful to adults who 

can suffer ailments ranging from hypertension, 
nerve disorders, memory problems and joint pain.

GET YOUR CHILD TESTED FOR LEAD TODAY
Children do not look or act sick when they have lead  
in their systems, but their small bodies absorb lead 
quickly and retain it longer. The only way to know if 
your child is suffering from lead poisoning is to have 

a doctor perform a simple blood test.

WHY THE EPA WANTS YOU TO USE A CERTIFIED LEAD 
CONTRACTOR

Though it may be tempting to do home renovations 
yourself, remember by spreading lead in an 

uncontained manner you are putting yourself, your 
family and neighborhood at great risk. Painting over 

lead based paint with regular paint is not good 
enough. 

To permanently remove lead hazards, the EPA 
requires you to hire a certified lead abatement 

contractor. Abatement methods include removing, 
sealing, or enclosing lead-based paint with special 
materials. Certified contractors employ qualified 

workers and follow strict safety rules governed by 
the State of California and the federal government. 

Contact the San Diego Housing Commission 
(http://www.sdhc.net/) or the National Lead 

Information Center 
(http://www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/nlic.htm) to locate 

certified contractors and financial assistance if 
available.

RESOURCES

For more info, call Grondin Construction, Inc.  (858) 
549-1682.

EPA website: http://www.epa.gov/oppt/lead/

Useful brochures: 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/CLPPB/Documents

/CLP

*Check if you live in a ‘hot’ lead area of San Diego:  
92101, 92102, 92103, 92104, 92105, 92111, 92113, 

92114, 92115, 92116, 92117

Stats provided by the City of San Diego
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