
I hope you had a wonderful 
vacation and you are ready for an 

exciting year at Mason. We are 
looking forward to the new 

learning that our children will 
acquire during the 2009-10 school 

year!  WE NEED STUDENTS TO 
ATTEND SCHOOL DAILY because we have 

so much to teach them and we can not 
educate an empty chair. We will be rewarding 

students who have perfect attendance this 
year and we will be meeting with parents 

when students have excessive absences. The 
law says that unless your child is sick, you 
must send him/her to school on time. Our 

goal is to have a 97% attendance rate but we 
can not meet this goal without your help.

 
At Mason, we are focused on State Standards 
and student productivity at proficient levels. 

We believe all children have the ability to 
learn, we encourage all children to work to 

their fullest potential; we expect them to 
always do their personal best.  We also expect 

our children to be good citizens. We will 
continue to build our school wide, Character 

Education Program. The trait we will be 
practicing/focusing on each month can be 

found on the school calendar. Also, morning 
meetings and my Monday message will 

address the Character Traits. This month, 
please help your child focus on Responsibility-

help us encourage our children to practice 
Responsibility both at school and at home. 
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CHARACTER TRAIT OF THE MONTH

Dear Lion Families,

Like the African proverb says, “It takes a whole 
village to raise a child.” 

 
Parent involvement is essential to student 

achievement. It’s important for our children to 
see you involved in their education so we ask 

that each family volunteer at least 3 hours per 
year. Teachers will be keeping track of your 
involvement. We have many projects and 

activities happening throughout the school year 
where we invite your participation. Help us by 
volunteering your time in the classrooms, on 

outside items and/or during school events. We 
have so much to do and learn this year and I 
am convinced that working together; we can 
achieve all of the goals we have set for our 

students!
 

I take pride in being the Principal of the Mason 
Lions! I know that our children will achieve 

great things this year because they are capable, 
hard working, excited about their learning and 
have involved families. This is the formula for 
success! I look forward to working with each 

and every one of you this year.
 
 

For our children,

2009

Deidre Hardson

Lion´s Pride Gazette
SEPTEMBER



Hello to all our new 
lions and welcome 
back to all of our 

returning lions!  Also, 
a warm welcome to all 

our Mason parents. 
 We are so excited to 
see your smiling faces 
and know that you are 

as eager as we are to 
begin another great year at Mason 

Elementary.  

We have many exciting events 
coming up for the beginning of the 

year so be on the lookout for 
opportunities to come and meet 

other Mason families and lend your 
support to your students school.  
We still have several key positions 
open for those who would like to 

volunteer their time and efforts to 
the PTA.  Even if you are only able 
to volunteer a small amount of time 

we can still use your help.  Every 
little bit counts!  

The PTA Corner

A very big thank you goes out to 
David Keeley the retiring PTA 
president for all of his help this 

summer with getting the incoming 
presidents ready for the year.  We 

would not be as far along as we are 
now without your guidance. 

 Beth and I are very excited to be a 
part of such a fantastic group of 

people and know that the PTA will 
be doing some very special things at 
Mason this year.  To our students, 
remember to be on time for school 

everyday and ready to learn!  

GO LIONS!

Stephanie Snyder

PTA Co-President
president@masonpta.org

Heads Up Mason Lions!

Our first week back to school the PTA will be 
selling Mason's New School T-shirts! We have a 
brand new design to show off. The shirts will be 
sold by the front gate in the morning and after 

school. The cost of the T-shirt is $5.00 each. We 
have many sizes to choose from. 

Get into the Spirit today, and buy a 
Mason Tee!

FOLLOW US ON

&

WWW.MASONPTA.ORG FOR 
MORE INFORMATION



Calendar Events

 Airheads .25 
Popsicles .50
Sour Punch 
Straws .25

Jolly Rancher 
lolli pops .25
Sold Every 

Wed
THANKS!

- 5th grade 
MOMS

September

Sept 11: Goodies for Grandparents 2:10-
3:40pm 

Sept 16: Back to School Night 5pm-7pm 

Sept 25: FALL PICTURES

Sept 25: Principal's Coffee 8-9am

Sept 28: PTA    Fall   Fundraiser Starts

Sept 30: Spirit Day!

Wear your T-shirt!

LOST & FOUND!

If your child has 
any missing 

jackets or items 
please check our 

Lost & Found coat 
rack. The rack is 
located inside the 

front gate..

Septe mber

October

Oct 7: Fall Pictures "Make-up"

Oct 7: National Walk to School Day

Oct 19-24: Red Ribbon Week

Oct 21: International Potluck 5-7pm

Oct 22: Everyone A Reader Training 8-9am

Oct 30: Halloween Field Day

Oct 30: Principal's Coffee 8-9am

Oct 30: Spirit Day!



Parents Bulletin

Why Join the PTA

WHAT IS PTA? WHY JOIN PTA?  The number one reason to join the Parent Teacher 
Association is to benefit your child. In doing so, you also help your school. But there are many more 
PTA advantages: 
Get Connected. There’s no better way to know what’s happening in your school.

DISCOVER GREAT RESOURCES: The PTA offers a variety of programs designed for parents as 
well as students.

TAP INTO A NETWORK: PTA functions are opportunities to meet other parents and teachers, 
building rapport and discussing issues that are on your mind. You an share ideas, concerns, and 
experiences. 

WATCH YOURSELF GROW: By volunteering with your PTA, you put your skills and hobbies to use 
for a noble cause—your child and all children in the community.

SPEAK UP: PTA can be a way for you to more effectively suggest change at your child’s school.

WITNESS IMPROVEMENT: By getting involved at your child’s school you’ll be part of the solution, 
helping make positive changes. Local PTAs play an important role in fundraising to provide building 
improvements, curriculum-based programs, and social events.

BE A ROLE MODEL: By becoming a PTA member, you’ll be demonstrating to your child the 
importance you place on education.

ENJOY SUBSTANTIAL BENEFITS: Individuals and local units can take advantage of a host of 
benfits from PTA membership including discounts and offers from member benefits providers and 
sponsors, magazine subscriptions, leadership training, e-newsletters and much more. 
For less than 3 cents a day, you can become a PTA member, joining more than 5 million other people 
who share your interest in issues affecting children. Everyone—parents, educators, students and 
other citizens active in their schools and communities—is invited to join our not-for-profit parent 
association. 



Mason 
Student 
Council

In the tradition of Diary of a Wimpy Kid, to which it has been heavily 
compared, Rachel Renée Russell’s DORK DIARIES is a charming and 

funny look at young life in and out of school. Russell’s protagonist is eighth-
grader Nikki Maxwell, who is already more than a little cynical (“I’m 
definitely not the kind of girl who curls up with a diary and a box of 
Godiva chocolates,” she writes defiantly, and she means it) and, to be 

honest, quite angry at certain situations in her life (“Sometimes I wonder if 
my mom is BRAIN DEAD. Then there are days when I know she is.”)

What are you reading?



A word from the 
editor

If you would like to 
to add anything on 

the " Kids Play Zone" 
page please email me 

at
 newsletter@masonpta.org

Tiffany Salcedo

Kids Play Zone
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There are many ways to help our school through your 

regular shopping either at the store or by shopping 

online.  Through these programs, donations from 

retailers can add up fast and provide extra funding for 

our kids.  Please take a look at the programs below.  For 

questions, please e-mail escrip@masonpta.com 

There are also additional programs on the Mason PTA 

web site at:  http://www.masonpta.org/fundraisers.

  - SAVE YOUR RECEIPTS AND TURN THEM AT SCHOOL!

Each receipt over $20.00 will earn Mason a cash 

donation.  There will be a box in the office (on the table 

in the main front entrance).  Please turn in your grocery 

receipts.  All receipts must be turned in together by our 

fundraising coordinator.  This program will run from 

September 15, 2009 through December 31, 2009.  Please 

turn in your receipts by December 16.

There are three ways to help our school earn money 

through Box Tops for Education.

The most recognized way is to clip Box Top coupons 

from products. Just clip and submit them in your 

child’s classroom.  Each Box Top is worth $.10. Tell 

grandparents, friends and neighbors to save Box Tops 

for your child.   Shopping on-line at 

boxtops4education.com earns our school 8% of each 

qualifying purchase. A special Box Tops Visa card allow 

our school to earn 1% of every purchase made. You can 

apply on-line at boxtops4education.com or by calling 1-

800-650-0235.  Every new member who signs up for the 

Box Tops Booster Club at boxtops4education.com will 

earn bonus Box Tops for our school.  

Campbell’s Labels for Education
Campbell’s, V8, Prego, Pepperidge Farm breads and 

cookies, Gold Fish crackers, and other frozen products 

have a UPC symbol labeled “Campbell’s Label for 

Education”.   When you see this label on a product, clip 

and save the UPC symbols, and then send them to your 

child’s classroom.  Each label is worth either 1 or 5 

points.  For a complete list of products and point values 

visit labelsforeducation.com.

eScrip

You can register any one or all of your existing grocery loyalty 

(i.e Vons Club), debit and credit cards for use in the eScrip 

program by logging onto www.escrip.com and selecting the 

Sign Up option.

 

Search on the group name Mason Elementary PTA or the 

group ID 6534286.  Enroll your Vons Club card, Macy’s credit 

card, or other debit/credit cards that you use to shop with. 

 Participating merchants will make contributions to Mason 

Elementary, based on purchases made by you, just by using 

the cards you have registered.  

Note:  If registering your Vons Club Card, you must have the 

card number (not your phone number). You can obtain your 

Club Card number by calling 1-877-723-3929. 

Look for the 10 percent Back to School tag on products at 

Vons between August 12 - October 13.  Use your Vons Club 

Card to buy participating items and 10% of the price will go 

to the school of your choice.  If you are already registered with 

eScrip, your donation will automatically be made for 

purchases made between August 12 – September 15.  If you 

are not registered with eScrip, follow the instructions on your 

receipt starting September 18.  Visit 

http://backtoschools.escrip.com/ for more information.  

  

 Community Partners

Do you shop at Albertsons using your Albertson’s Preferred 

Savings Card?  If so, please register your card and Albertsons 

will make contributions to Mason Elementary.  

Vist this site:  

http://www.albertsons.com/cp/

and select the option:

Shoppers login or register with your Preferred Savings Card 

first.

Note:  You must have the card number and your phone 

number. You can obtain your card number by calling 1-877-

932-7948.  

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION



OUR SCHOOL NAME



Your Lions Connection

Websites

BOX TOPS

 Emails

Partners in Education

Mira Mesa Lanes

Yogurt World


