
It’s July and I can’t believe 
the school year is coming to a 
close already. Time sure flies 
when you are having fun! By 

now you should have 
received an application for 

Summer School if your child is 
eligible. If Summer School was 
recommended by the classroom 

teacher, it is important that your child 
attends the program July 27 through 
August 21st. Classes will be held at 

Walker Elementary and I will be the 
hosting principal. Summer School is 

one of the best interventions for 
helping our children meet grade level 

Standards. If you need more 
information, call our school office 

today. 
Parent involvement is essential to 

student achievement. Next year will be 
challenging due to the budget cuts. We 
will depend on your help to maintain 

the high standards and expectations we 
have at Mason. We need each family to 
volunteer at least 3 hours next year. We 

have many projects and activities 
happening throughout the school year 

where we invite your participation. 
Together, we can achieve more!

Research shows that children who 
don’t eat regular meals do not do as 

well in school. Starting next year, lunch 
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Dear Lion Families,

must be built into the modified/minimum 
day schedule. This means that Monday 

through Friday, all students will eat lunch 
at school. I am working with our school 

Governance team to come up with a 
schedule that works for our children, staff 

and families.
Thank you for all that you did to help us 

create a positive learning environment for 
our children this year. I know that next 
year will be even better! As you plan for 
next year, remember to check our school 

calendar on our website @ 
http://www.sandi.net/mason/. Please plan 
vacations and appointments when school 

is not in session. We will be expecting each 
healthy child to have perfect attendance. 
In the 2009-10 school years, Lions will be 
rewarded for perfect attendance. We need 
our Lions here every day so that we can 

teach them.
I wish all members of the Mason family a 

restful vacation and I look forward to 
seeing you all on Tuesday, September 8th, 

2009!
 

For our children,

2009

Deidre Hardson

Lion´s Pride Gazette



President’s Message 
                                                            
                                           July 2009

What a year we have had!  This is my final article as 
President and as we approach the end 
of the school year, I would like to 
give a shout out to all those who 

made a difference this year. 
 Whatever time, talent or 

resources you donated…Mason is 
better off for it.

Although we don’t have room to 
acknowledge everyone, I would like to give a special 

recognition to the PTA Board who made the 
commitment to our school and students and made a 

difference.  This recognition is in no particular order – 
so here it goes.  A big thanks goes to Dawn Kaiser our 

Secretary for keeping a written record of our meetings. 
 Not only was she a good scribe, but also she helped out 

with box tops, the Jog-a-thon, and a bunch of other 
stuff.  I would also like to thank Josiebelle Trampe for 
being our Treasurer and keeping track of our money. 

 Kimberley Poole wore two hats as both our 
Fundraising VP and our Hospitality Chairman.  She got 

rave reviews from our staff at the Appreciation 
Luncheon.   Donna did a good job as our Membership 

VP keeping track of the 224 people who joined this 
year’s PTA.

Our thanks also go out to Tiffany Salcedo for 
reformatting our PTA Newsletter this year.  She 

developed new content and a cool style to make this 
newsletter uniquely Mason.  (Please don’t edit my last 
article. hehe :) )  Brad Brockmeyer made our website 

happen and kept it updated; making it look and 
function as a high tech site.  Watch out for next year, 

more info will only be available through the website.  A 
special thanks goes to Kathy Hall and Nina McGuckin 

who served as our Program Chairs.  Among other 
things, they made Grandparents and Goodies, Moms 

and Muffins and Dads and Donuts successful events.  I 
would also like to thank Vera Savage for coordinating 
the International Potluck.  Although it was Vera’s first 
time heading up the event, she pulled it off like a pro. 

  Michele Jazo did a great job as our Indirect 
Fundraising Chair person and our event coordinator 

for our Barnes and Nobel fundraiser.  Michele worked 
tirelessly to set up the ongoing fundraisers with 

Amazon.com, E-script, Jamba Juice and Fresh and 
Easy – to name a few.

The PTA Corner

A couple of people who wear multiple hats at school 
are our Teacher Representative, Ms. Sylvia Young and 

our fearless leader, Ms. Deidre Hardson, (our 
principal).  Their ability to work all day with our 

students and then attend our 6 p.m. Board Meetings 
while still being awake and coherent, makes them 

super-human in my book.  There is no doubt that our 
school is a remarkable place when we see efforts like 

this being demonstrated by our staff.

What is even more incredible, is that the people 
mentioned above have agreed to stay on and serve 
another year on Mason’s PTA.  We are certainly 

blessed to have these types of quality people who have 
decided to share their commitment and passion 

towards our school once again.

Our Book Fair would not have been possible without 
the tireless efforts of Bethany and Matt Hetrcik.  This 

dynamic husband and wife duo worked an entire 
week staffing our book fair to make sure our event 
was successful (even when it was raining).  I also 

appreciate that Wendy Keely was our Historian this 
year and for her support so I could help out at our 
school (don’t worry…I have already thanked her!). 

 Another big hand goes out to Reuben Pearson III for 
his role in our Dad’s Club; we will miss you next year. 

 I would also like to thank our Lion Mascot.  You 
know who you are, but not many know who you are.

I would now like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate Beth Brookshire and Stephanie Snyder 
for stepping up and being elected as next year’s PTA 
Co-Presidents.  The stage is set for another great year 
at Mason.  Please join with me and help support Beth 

and Stephanie as they make things happen at our 
school.  

I would like to extend one final thanks to all those who 
made my job as president enjoyable and fulfilling.  I 
truly enjoyed our time making Mason a better place.

Sincerely,
David Keely

PTA President 2008-2009
Dad to a Kindergartner and 3rd grader



Calendar Events

 Airheads .25 
Popsicles .50
Sour Punch 
Straws .25

Jolly Rancher 
lolli pops .25
Sold Every 

Wed
THANKS!

- 5th grade 
MOMS

July

July 3: NO SCHOOL

July 10: Track Meet

July 13: Mason @                 3-9PM

July 13: Mason @                      4-7PM

July 16: 5th grade softball game with staff

July 16:                     - After school

July 17: 5th grade trip to Boomers

July 20: 5th grade ribbon signing

July 21: Minimum day, Last day of School, 
Spirit Day, 5th grd Promotion 8:15am

LOST & FOUND!

If your child has 
any missing 

jackets or items 
please check our 

Lost & Found coat 
rack. The rack is 
located inside the 

front gate..

J uly

HAVE A GREAT 
SUMMER BREAK!

BUT >>>>>



Parents Bulletin

On Tuesday, June 2, 2009, the Board of Education approved the shift of 
all bell times forward by 15 minutes for the 2009-10 school year.  This is 
reflected in the attached schedule which will be effective September 2009. 

 
MASON 8:05 - 2:25

MIRA MESA HIGH 7:30 - 2:25

CHALLENGER 7:30 - 2:10

WANGENHEIM 7:45 - 2:30

Barne and Nobl BOOK FAIR AND

         RESTAURANT NIGHT 

Come have some fun at the Barnes and Noble 
Book Fair event on Monday, July 13 at 4 PM -

 7 PM. 

There will be fun games, storytimes, a 
scavenger hunt, and a chance to win a prize. 
 A percentage of purchases made in the store 
or in the cafe will go to Mason.  Also, at the 
event you'll find teacher wish lists.  Many of 
the books from the wish lists will be stocked 

behind the register.  Please see a cashier if you 
would like to pick one of these books.  We 

hope to see all our proud Mason Lions there!   

Interested in picking up something to eat 
before or after the Barnes and Noble Book 

Fair?   Pat and Oscar's Restaurant will 
donate 20 percent to Mason when you make a 
purchase between 3 to 9 PM on Monday, July 

13 (on the day of the book fair).  Flyers for 
this event are included in this newsletter. 

Additional flyers can be downloaded on the 
Mason PTA web site.  Please present a flyer 

and mention Mason Elementary when 
making a purchase.

If you would like to help or if you have further 
questions about the book fair event, please contact 

Michele Jazo at escrip@masonpta.org.   

 
Jamba Juice

Jamba Juice will be at Mason after school on 
Thursday, July 16.  Smoothies will be on sale for 

$3.00.  Twenty percent of the purchases made will 
come back to Mason!

 

eScrip

Do you shop at Vons?   Look for the 10 percent 
Back to School tag on products in the store 
between August 12 - September 15.  The 10 

percent will go to the school of your choice.   If 
you are already registered with eScrip.com, the 

money will automatically be credited to Mason.  If 
you are not registered with eScrip yet,  register 

now at eScrip.com, follow the instructions on your 
Vons receipt, or turn the receipt in at school so 
that the receipt can be submitted for you. In 

September, there will be a box in the front main 
office waiting area where you can drop off 

receipts.  Details will be provided in the 
September newsletter. Thanks for supporting 

Mason!



Mason 
Student 
Council

The Birth of the Firebringer

By Meredith Ann Pierce

This story is about a young horse becoming more mature to become a warrior and help all of the 
horses get back their land from the evil wyverns. However, these aren’t just ordinary horses- 

they’re unicorns, and they know that once a firebringer is with them, they can 
get their rightful land back. When will the firebringer join the unicorns, and wil l 

he help or hurt the unicorns? Meanwhile, a young unicorn named Jan and his 
friends are going to a warrior initiation that will change Jan and the fate of the 

unicorns forever. If you like action and adventure, I suggest the firebringer 
trilogy’s first book: The Birth Of The Firebringer.

Caitlyn Brookshire
Caitlyn’s recommended Summer reads that are hitting the big screen this year!

 
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince by J.K. Rowling coming to a theater near 

you on July 15, 2009 (book age range is 9-12 years old; movie rating - PG)

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barrett coming to a theater near you 
on September 18, 2009, in 3-D animation (age range is 4-8 years old; movie 

rating – family genre not yet rated)

Dear Mason Lions,

It's the end of the school year! It's time to take a breath and get ready for the years to 
come. But before you do that, I just want to thank everybody. The 5th graders, the 

teachers, ASB, everybody! Thank you Mrs. Talner for volunteering your time for the 
ASB. Thank you everyone!

Ok, back to business. Hawaiian day is on July 9th. Remember to get your Hawaiian 
spirit on! Wear skirts, a flower, anything! Oh, and just a reminder the recycling program 

is on! Recycle your bottles in the recycling container near the office. 
And 5th graders don't forget: GET READY FOR PROMOTION!!!!

I hope you have a wonderful end of the year party! :)

your thankful President,
 Chanel Kim



Kids Play Zone

e

e

The Story of Independence Day 
and America's Birthday 

Independence Day is the national holiday of the 

United States of America commemorating the 

signing of the Declaration of Independence by the 

Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

At the time of the signing the US consisted of 13 

colonies under the rule of England's King George 

III. There was growing unrest in the colonies 

concerning the taxes that had to be paid to England. 

This was commonly referred to as "Taxation 

without Representation" as the colonists did not 

have any representation in the English Parliament 

and had no say in what went on. As the unrest grew 

in the colonies, King George sent extra troops to 

help control any rebellion. In 1774 the 13 colonies 

sent delegates to Philadelphia Pennsylvania to form 

the First Continental Congress. The delegates were 

unhappy with England, but were not yet ready to 

declare war.

In April 1775 as the King's troops advanced on 

Concord Massachusetts Paul Revere would sound 

the alarm that "The British are coming, the British 

are coming" as he rode his horse through the late 
night streets.

The battle of Concord and its "shot heard round the world" would mark the unofficial beginning of the 

colonies war for Independence.

 The following May the colonies again sent delegates to the Second Continental Congress. For almost a 

year the congress tried to work out its differences with England, again without formally declaring war.

By June 1776 their efforts had become hopeless and a committee was formed to compose a formal 

declaration of independence. Headed by Thomas Jefferson, the committee included John Adams, 

Benjamin Franklin, Robert R. Livingston and Roger Sherman. Thomas Jefferson was chosen to write 

the first draft which was presented to the congress on June 28. After various changes a vote was taken 

late in the afternoon of July 4th. Of the 13 colonies, 9 voted in favor of the Declaration, 2 - Pennsylvania 

and South Carolina voted No, Delaware undecided and New York abstained.

To make it official John Hancock, President of the Continental Congress, signed the Declaration of 

Independence. It is said that John Hancock signed his name "with a great flourish" so "King George 

can read that without spectacles!."

The following day copies of the Declaration were distributed. The first newspaper to print the 

Declaration was the Pennsylvania Evening Post on July 6, 1776. On July 8th the Declaration had its 

first public reading in Philadelphia's Independence Square. Twice that day the Declaration was read to 

cheering crowds and pealing church bells. Even the bell in Independence Hall was rung. The "Province 

Bell" would later be renamed "Liberty Bell" after its inscription -

Proclaim Liberty Throughout All the Land Unto All the Inhabitants Thereof

And although the signing of the Declaration was not completed until August, the 4th of July has been accepted as the 

official anniversary of United States independence. The first Independence Day celebration took place the following year - 

July 4 1777. By the early 1800s the traditions of parades, picnics, and fireworks were established as the way to celebrate 

America's birthday. And although fireworks have been banned in most places because of their danger, most towns and 

cities usually have big firework displays for all to see and enjoy.



BARNE'S & NOBLE AND PAT-N-OSCARS FUNDRAISERS!!



Thank you Mason Lions for your outstanding efforts collecting Box Tops this year!  15,600 box tops 
were turned in for the entire year.  That is $1,560 back to the school.  Every little bit helps, so start 
collecting now for next year.  Mrs. Tse's 1st grade class collected the most turning in 2,037 and will 
be enjoying an icecream party!  CONGRATULATIONS!  Mrs. McCormick's Kindergarten class 

came in second with 1,277.  

We now have three new ways that you can use 
to keep up to date with the news at Mason. 

You can become a fan on Facebook  http://masonpta.org/facebook. You 
can also follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/masonpta. Last you 
can sign up for our  monthly email newsletter, 
simply go to http://masonpta.org and fill out the 
eMail Newsletters form on the bottom left hand 

side.

Mason offers a big THANK YOU to all parents, familie s and friends 
who contributed to our annual Jog-a-thon.  Through you r generous 

donations we collected $13,952.70.
 

Congratulations to our big winners:
 

GRAND PRIZE:  Liza Ilustrusmo (Ms. Young's class)
 

2nd PLACE (K-2):  Ian Parsons (Mrs. Weiss' class)
2nd PLACE (3-5):  Kendra Hall (Ms. Young's class)

 
3rd PLACE (K-2):  Phoenix Reid (Mrs. Olivares' clas s)

3rd PLACE (3-5):  Cameron Gaucin (Mrs. Joyce's clas s)
 

HIGHEST CLASS PER GRADE LEVEL:
 

K: Mrs. Weiss
1st: Mrs. Olivares

2nd:  Mrs. Luckham
3rd:  Mrs. Harnish
4th:  Mrs. Young

5th:  Mrs. Coram (Top class out of the whole school !)
S:   Mrs. Vitek

TWITTER & FACEBOOK



TRACK MEET SCHEDULE
Friday, July 10, 2009

1st Grade
8:00-8:50 A.M.   Line up by gate.

8:05-8:15  50 yard: Borkenhagen, Olivares, Rosas
8:20-8:30  50 yr: Zink, Harmon, Tse

8:30-8:40  Shuttle relay - 1st and 2nd boys and 1st and 2nd girls from each class
8:40  Find your teacher

Kindergarten
8:50-9:20    8:50  Line up by gate

                   8:55-9:05:  50 yd- Mangum, Weiss, Owashi
                   9:10-9:20   50 yd- McCormick, Schiltz, Mercado, Ritchie

                   9:20  Find your teacher - no shuttle race

2nd Grade
9:40-10:20    9:40   Line up by gate

                     9:45-9:55  50yd - Esparza, Luckham, Tentman, Tompkins
                     10-10:10   50yd - Larrick, LeDoux, Nguyen

                     10:10-10:20  Shuttle Relay
                     10:20  Find your teacher

3rd Grade
10:30-11:10   10:30  Line up by gate

                      10:35-10:45  50yd - Baird, Harnish, Martinez, Wiech
                      10:50-11:00  50yd - Godlove, Allen, Trigg

                      11:00-11:10  Shuttle Relay
                      11:10  Find your teacher

4th Grade
11:20-12:10   11:20  Line up by gate

                      11:25-11:35  50yd - Gigliotti, Joyce
                      11:40-11:50  50yd - Murphy, Young

                      11:50-Noon  Shuttle Relay
                      12:10  Find your teacher

BREAK  12:10-1:00

5th Grade
1:00-1:40 PM   1:00  Line up by gate at Klassic Kids

                        1:05-1:15  50yd - Talner, Coram
                        1:20-1:30  50yd - Charnley, Freese

                        1:30-1:40  Shuttle Relay
                        1:40  Find your teacher

CLOSING CEREMONY IN QUAD 2:00-Dismissal

Jogathon Winners will be Recognized!
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