
Welcome back to school!  We 
hope that your vacation was 

relaxing and that you enjoyed 
the time with your children.

We thank you for all that you 
do to help us create a positive learning 
environment for our children. We are 

really excited about the all of the things 
that will be happening at Mason these 
next few months. You will want to pay 
attention to our calendar so that you 
don’t miss out on the many activities 
that we have planned. If you can not 
locate your calendar, you can look on 

our website 
http://www.sandi.net/mason/ .

Attendance each and every day is 
crucial! School is almost over yet we 
still have so much to do and learn! At 
Mason, we continue to stay focused on 

State Standards and student 
productivity at proficient levels. Next 

month, we will take the California 
State tests. These tests are extremely 
important to our school and our only 

opportunity to let the district and state 
know what hardworking students we 

have here at Mason. 
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CHARACTER TRAIT OF THE MONTH

Dear Lion Families,

We know that our children will do well 
but please make sure that your child has 

established these habits: 

 • getting plenty of sleep 

 •eating  breakfast 

 •allowing enough time to get to school 
  without rushing. 

 •doing his/her best! 
 
At Mason, we expect our Lions to always 
do their personal best while practicing 
good character. This month we practice 

cooperation. The words 'Co' and 
'Operation' make up the word 

cooperation. The children understand that 
we are showing cooperation when we 

work together and we are asking them to 
help on our Clean up Day (Saturday May 

16th from 11-3). You are needed too so 
please support us and "get involved"-

cooperate!  
 

Enjoy the rest of the month and be sure to 
visit our website 

http://www.sandi.net/mason/ 
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Deidre Hardson

Lion´s Pride Gazette



President’s Message May 
2009

What a vacation. I think 
everyone was ready for a 

break and I trust 
everyone will be 

rejuvenated to push 
through to the end of the 
year. I wanted to also take 

this time to use our refreshed 
perspective to focus on what we 

want to accomplish for the end of 
this school year and for next school 

year as well.

What I would like to do is “think 
out side the box” for a few 

moments. What I would like our 
school community to consider is the 

“what if”. What if we could do 
anything to provide the best 

educational experience for our 
children? What if we could provide 
any resources needed by our staff to 

support the education of our 
children? What if money was not an 
issue? What would our educational 
environment be like if anything was 

possible?

Wow…that’s a lot of what ifs. But 
for a moment, consider the 

possibilities. If our students could 
have anything they needed to be 

successful – what would they need? 

Next years PTA Board will need 
ideas to make things happen. What 

would you like to see happen at 
school? Are there any additional 

programs, equipment or 
experiences that can be provided to 

the students? Go to 
www.masonpta.org to submit your 
opinions. On the web page click on 

“Contact” and then “PTA” and 
then enter your suggestion; type the 
word “idea” in the message subject 

box.

The PTA Corner

Principal Hardson

Getting a kiss from "Mason the Lion" 
at Fuddruckers

I know we are facing budget cuts for 
next year, but the school has also 

learned that it will be getting some 
resources returned to it that were 

eliminated last year. In addition, the 
parents have done a good job in the 

past supporting our school’s 
fundraisers so we can provide funding 
for the extra educational experiences 

our students deserve.

I think anything is possible…if only the 
“what ifs” become a reality. We look 

forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

David Keely
PTA President – termed out on 6/30/09

Dad to a Mason 3rd grader & Kindergartner



Calendar Events

 Airheads .25 
Popsicles .50
Sour Punch 
Straws .25
Sold Every 

Wed
THANKS!

- 5th grade 
MOMS

May

May 8: SPRING PICTURE DAY

May 8: Moms & Muffins 2:10-2:40

May 11: Staff appreciation week

May 13: New student registration

May 16: PTA campus Clean up day 11:30-3:00 All 
Familes

May 20: Chuck E Cheese Night 4:00-9:00

May 22: Principal's Coffee 8:00-9:00 am

May 25: Memorial Day- NO SCHOOL

May 28: Jog-A-Thon

May 29: Spirit Day

June

June 1 - 25: STAR TESTING!

June 11: Volunteer Tea 9:45-11am

June 19: Dads & Doughnuts 7:15-8:15 am

June 24: Open House & PTA Assoc. Meeting 5-7:30 
pm

June 26: Principals Coffee

June 30: Spirit Day

LOST & FOUND!

If your child has any 
missing jackets or items 
please check our Lost & 

Found coat rack. The 
rack is located inside the 

front gate..

MAY



Parents Bulletin

Reduced-Price Meal Applications

As our economy continues to suffer, it is 
important for families to know that free and 
reduced-price meal applications are accepted 

throughout the school year. 
Families who may not have been eligible in 
the past may now qualify if there has been a 

change in household income and/or 
household size. Meal applications are 

completed using the most current month of 
income or Food Stamp case number. 

Applications are available at the Food 
Services Central Office at Revere Center as 
well as school offices. For more information, 

please contact the Food Services Meal 
Certification/Verification Information Office at 

(858) 627-7328, or Pam Kowalski, business 
coordinator, at (858) 627-7332. 

A Mason “Lyon” Going the Extra Mile . . .

Fourth grade teacher Mrs. Lyons-Gigliotti (J#-l$h-t%) has 
spent the past few months training to participate in The 
San Diego Rock N Roll Marathon on Sunday, May 31st.

Why is she planning to run 26.2 miles? Is it because she 
loves to exercise? Not exactly. Is it because she wants 

bragging rights to be a part of the 5th largest marathon in 
the United States? Not so much . . . Is it because she is a 
Mason Lyon who practices caring and compassion? You 

guessed it! Mrs. Gigliotti is part of a team of people 
committed to raising money for The Leukemia & 

Lymphoma Society (LLS). Her marathon team will collect 
donations from friends and family to help LLS continue 

their fight against blood cancers. 

Remember how we attended the “Pasta for Pennies” 
assembly and learned information about blood cancers? 
We learned that sometimes the body has abnormal blood 
cells that grow out of control and gets in the way of the 

body’s ability to make healthy blood cells. In addition to 
donating her pennies, Mrs. Gigliotti is going the extra mile 

by running in the marathon. She was encouraged to 
participate in the marathon because of the example set by 

her dad, Mr. Lyons, who has also been involved in the 
work of LLS. For the past 20 years, he has attended 

fundraising events to support research and healthcare for 
these cancer patients and she hopes to continue his work.

If you’re looking for another way to help practice 
compassion for others, you might consider making a 

donation. Anything you find under the seat cushions of 
your sofa would be great! Please consider helping patients 

with blood cancers by donating to Mrs. Gigliotti’s 
fundraising effort. You can stop by her room with a cash 

donation or visit the following link:

http://pages.teamintraining.org/sd/rnr09/jgigliotti
Remember: Every donation counts!

COME JOIN US FOR

MOMS AND MUFFINS!

MAY 8TH

2:10-2:40



Mason 
Student 
Council

Seekers: the Quest Begins
By Erin Hunter

How would you feel if you were separated from your parents as a 
toddler? In some cases, like what happened to the three bears Lusa, 

Toklo, and Kallik, people and animals are separated from family, and 
sometimes, those people (or animals) might survive the dangers that face 
them on the way to a new home. In the book Seekers: the Quest Begins, 
three bear cubs of three different species (polar bear, black bear, and 

grizzly bear) are separated from their homes and mothers for different 
reasons and they have to find their way to a new home alone. Luckily, 
Toklo, Kallik, and Lusa are each heading towards the same place. Will 
they find help and reach a new home safely, or do these bears still need 

their families to survive in the wild. If you want to know what happens to 
these abandoned cubs, read the book Seekers: the Quest Begins.



Kids Play Zone

ANSWER KEY

Have you ever wondered why Mother's 
Day is celebrated the second Sunday of 
every May?    Read on for the answer to these 

questions. 

Did Mother's Day begin in the United States? 

No. Long, long, ago, in ancient Greece, the people 

paid tribute to Rhea, the Mother of the Gods, each 

spring. A little later in history it is noted that 

England paid homage to mothers on "Mothering 

Sunday," the fourth Sunday of Lent. 

In 1872, Julia Ward Howe (who wrote the words to 

the Battle hymn of the Republic) suggested the idea 

of Mother's Day, but it was Miss Anna M. Jarvis 

(1864-1948), of Philadelphia, who began a letter-

writing campaign to a variety of influential people 

that made Mother's Day a national holiday. 

When did Mother's Day become official? 

In May, 1913, The House of Representatives 

unanimously adopted a resolution requesting the 

President, his Cabinet, members of Congress, and 

all officials of the federal government to wear a 

white carnation on Mother's Day. Congress passed 

another Joint Resolution May 8, 1914, designating 

the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day. 

On Mother's Day the U.S. flag is to be displayed on 

government buildings and at people's homes "as a 

public expression of our love and reverence for the 

mothers of our country." President Woodrow 

Wilson issued the first proclamation making 

Mother's Day an official national holiday. 





JOG-A-THON Thursday, May 28



JOG-A-THON 
T-SHIRT ORDER FORM

All staff members, parents, family membrs, and friends who wouldlike to order a Mason Jog-a-thon T-shirt may do so by completing the order form 

below and returning it to the office by Wednesday, May 19. The cost is *6.00.  The Jog-a-thon will be held Thursday, May 28.

DO NOT ORDER SHIRTS FOR YOUR MASON STUDENTS



Your Lions Connection

Websites

BOX TOPS Campbell's

 Emails

Partners in Education

Mira Mesa Lanes

Yogurt World


